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TRUE VOLUNTEER FOUNDATION
JOINS THE TIMELINE OF
WIMBLEDON’S SPORTING HISTORY
FROM VILLAGE SPORT TO GLOBAL RECOGNITION
WITH ANTICIPATION OF THE 2012 LONDON OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES BUILDING, THE UNIQUE CHARITY
TRUE VOLUNTEER FOUNDATION IS EMBARKING ON AN EXCITING PROJECT TO BRING SPORTING FEVER TO THE
LONDON BOROUGH OF MERTON. AMANDA MELVING REPORTS.
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greatest sporting event on earth.
The aim is to inspire children
and young people to connect
with the 2012 Olympic Games,
and to engage children and the

Former Dons legends with Mick Pugh on location at Canizzaro House.
From left to right: Bobby Ardrey, Ian Cooke, John Martin, Roy Law, Tom McCready, Mick Pugh.
of the Merton Council Stephen Alambritis, and
representatives of a wide range of organisations
from the area, including The All England Lawn
Tennis Club and AFC Wimbledon
Many ex-Wimbledon footballers, including Roy
Law, Ian Cooke, Dickie Guy, Tom McCready, John
Martin, Les Brown (who took part in the 1960
Olympics), Bobby Ardrey, Dave Willis and Mike Kelly,
have already been filmed or will be filmed at today’s
game against Bradford.
The film explores the history of Wimbledon from
the Victorian era right through to the present
day, illustrating how the Industrial Revolution and
ultimately the “Great Stink” caused the affluent
to leave the overcrowded, disease-ridden areas
of London, and how Wimbledon’s steep rise in
population led to sport becoming the pastime of
the hard-working residents. How did Wimbledon
come to be responsible for the birth of longdistance running and rugby union, and be home
to the oldest cricket green in the world? What
produced the Wimbledon spirit? The films also
examines the current position of sport in Merton,
looking at the globally recognised Wimbledon
Tennis Championships and the efforts being made
to revive football in Wimbledon.
The film is scheduled to premiere two months
before the Olympic Games, in May 2012. To build
on the film’s momentum, following its launch,
the sporting engagement will begin, with TVF
funding free sport-related activities for access by
schools in Merton. In the coming months TVF will

be canvassing local schools to determine which
activities will be of most interest. TVF has engaged
local business sponsors who have each contributed
between £100 and £500 towards funding a
selection of practical activities from football to
aerobics.
TVF is currently in discussions with Merton
Council to promote the existing resource directories
so that schools and pupils can continue their
relationship with sport during and after the
Olympic Games. The long-term engagement of
schools and sport is just as important as the initial
interest in the upcoming London Olympic and
Paralympic Games.
As TVF joins the timeline of Wimbledon’s sporting
history, the hope is that the Merton Olympic
Project will ignite a passion for sport in children
and young people, continuing the flame of sporting
accolade within Wimbledon – “from village sport to
global recognition”.

TVF will be torch bearers for the
2012 Olympic Games
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