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How Wimbledon Common

changed the sporting
landscape forever

Wimbledon Common has a
remarkable sporting history. To
bring its history to life, unigue
award-winning charity True
Volunteer Foundation (TVF) has
produced an inspirational film.

‘Common Ground’ explains how Wimbledon
Common became the catalyst for the birth of
many sports and the breeding around of
sporting champtions for almost 150 years. The
film explores Wimbledon from the |ce Age,
through the Victorian era, right up to the present
day, illustrating how these periods of time and
individual factors rising from them came
together to produce a rich sporting history.

foday, Wimbledon is recognised for the most
prestigious tennis tournament in the world.
However, during the mid to late 1800s a number
of sports were created or re-defined and played
for the first bime in Wimbledon leading to the
formation of:

» The National Rifle Association

» The first and oldest cross country running club

« Bugby Football Union

* The only foothall club to win the professional
FA and Amateur Cups

» (5rass Hockey

TVF is a unigue, award-winning
international NGO working to empower
children and communities through
education. TVF 1s managed by 108 True
Volunteers, no one s paid and no one can
claim expenses. TVF and its True
Volunteers have been hailed by celebrities
and Ministers as an "excellent example of
The Big Society'.

This Wimbledon based project included
many local partners who also gave their
time and resources to make Common
Ground a success.

To find out more please visit
www.truevolunteer.org

To produce this unique
film, 21 sporting
celebrities, 18 young
sporting hopefuls, 39
sponsors and partners, including
Love Wimbledon, 27 True Volunteers and over
60 individuals from different wallks of life have all
donated theair time, expertise and resources. It is
estimated the film would have cost over
£90,000 to produce but only cost £400.

Marrated by Jacquie Beltrao from Sky Mews, the
film features sporting heroes from a wide range
of disciplines. Stars include, Former GB tennis
number 1 Greg Rusedski, 2003 Rugby Warld Cup
winner Will Greenwood, former 1,500 metre
world record holder and Qlympic Silver Medallist
Steve Cram, Olympic Hockey Gold Medallist
Sean Kerly, and many maore.
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In May, 'Common Ground' received a red carpet
premiera at the Odeon in Wimbledon, With
partners including Merton Chamber of
Commerce, London Borough of Merton, Love
Wimbledon, The Terrace Restaurant and many
maore the film s being developed as part of an
integrated theoretical and practical educational
programme, which includes books, walking trails
and sporting activities for local schools,

If yvou would like to receive a copy
of the film or wish to find out more,
please email claire@truevolunteer.org
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Local film brings together celebrities, corporate donors and schools to

provide sustainable sports education to Merton’s Schools.

ocal film Common
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by True Volunteer

Foundation (TVF)
received a red carpet premiére
at the Odeon in Wimbledon
on the 17th May. Almost 400
complimentary VIP tickets for the
event were provided to schools,
local business and celebrities. The
film acts the medium to launch
the Wimbledon Sporting Project;
a five year sporting programme
that will roll-out across schools in

Merton from Hr]:ul:q-m]:wr 2012

‘Common Groundis a
Lmil:lLtr; story of how
Wimbledon Common

ch;mgml H]}nrtinf_{ hi.n'mrj."

Common Ground alms to 1gnite
sporting fever among children
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sense of pride and inspiring long-
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After party at the Terrace Restaurant

L-R: Alex Best and David Frost and
Teen Frazer (Savills
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come. The film
tells the unique
story of how
Wimbledon
Commaon
changed history,
becoming the
catalyst for

the birth of so

Mmany sports.
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will receive
complimentary
copies of the
film and an accompanying TVF-
authored book thanks to Merton
Chamber of Commerce meeting
the production and distribution
costs. The film has also brought
in thousands of pounds in
sponsorship from local businesses
and every penny of this will be
channelled to provide Merton's
."'Cl:'lll::i'l.l]:"i 'k'i-i[l'l ACCeEss [0 W i.di"-
ranging sports tuition, a result
of TVF's unique award-winning

principles.

Omn the red carpet at the Oddeon Wimbledon

L~K: Edwardo and Jacquie Beltrao (Sky News Presenter), John and
r.im HI."'il.]l."':‘-_ Lt T ||.'|-|"'| Padmanarhan :'["".'I"_: and HIe’*J'l]'u'l'l Alambritis

It 1s estimated the film would have
cost over J£'90,000 to pr:udu:*v

but thanks to a robust partner
ecosystem, it only cost £400. 21
sporting celebrities, 18 young
sporting hopefuls, 39 sponsors and
partners, 27 True Volunteers and
over 60 mndividuals from difterent
walks of life have all donated their
{ill]l". f'HEH"T[i:‘“' -'I“d FesOources o
pl'ndm'v an Iltl:h]]i!‘:l'[-ll.l-!!.'l] film

for children.
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L-R: British Tennis Champ, Roger Tavlor, John Mager ([TVFE) . Michael Padmanathan,
Jessica Ponnampalam and Peter Ponnampalam (Trom The Terrace Restaurant)
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HOW WIMBLEDON MADE SPORTING HISTORY

New local film gets red carpet treatment

ith the building

anticipation

of the 2012

Games,
unique award-winning charity
True Volunteer Foundation
(TVF) is producing an exciting
independent film to ignite
sporting fever amongst school
children in Wimbledon.

Rich in history, the film explores
how the town became the

birth place of so many sports
and the breeding ground for
sporting champions. Working

in partnership with the Merton
Chamber of Commerce, an
accompanying book on the
history of sport in Wimbledon is
being developed and this, along
with DVDs of the film will be
provided to all schools across
the Borough for free.

The aim is to instil a sense of
pride amongst children and
inspire long-term engagement

in sports. To build on this
momentum, TVF is working
with Merton Council to provide
free sporting activities to schools.
Local businesses will be given the
opportunity to become sponsors,
contributing from £100 — £500
towards funding a selection of
sport activities.

Founded in Wimbledon back in
2004, TVF is returning home

with this special film. TVF is an
international non-governmental
organisation working to
empower children and
communities through education.
What makes TVF unique is that
no one gets paid or even gets
expenses reimbursed. Over 100
True Volunteers engage in a
Social Career alongside their
‘day jobs’.

The film premiere of Common
Ground - How Wimbledon Made
Sporting History will take place
at the Odeon on the 17th May
from 6:30pm and promises to
bring the glitz and glam into
Wimbledon. All are invited

to come and watch the stars

arriving on the red carpet.

Narrated by Jacquie Beltrao
from Sky News, the film features
celebrities and sporting heroes
from football, hockey and tennis.
Mystery celebrity guests will

be making an appearance on the
night along with some well-
known local sporting stars.
Wimbledon Studios are
supporting TVE, with Toby
Sleigh-Johnson producing.
Locations used include many
famous sights including The

All England Club, Centre Court
and Wimbledon Common.
Almost 400 free tickets will

be available for the exclusive
screening on the 17th May and

Involved is local Hall School star, Chloe-
Poppy Halliday, who is currently ranked
number 2 in Surrey and number 22 (U16)
in Great Britain

announcements on how to apply
will be made on TVF’s Facebook
page. Select ticket holders and
partners will be treated to a
private after party at The Terrace

Restaurant in Wimbledon.

To keep up to date, search

and like “True Volunteer’ on
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
truevolunteer

To find out more contact: Sarah
Jones, TVF Project Manager
sarah@truevolunteer.org

T: 07905 600746
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FEATURE

TRUE VOLUNTEER FOUNDATION

JOINS THE TIMELINE OF

WIMBLEDON’S SPORTING HISTORY

FROM VILLAGE SPORT TO GLOBAL RECOGNITION

WITH ANTICIPATION OF THE 2012 LONDON OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES BUILDING, THE UNIQUE CHARITY
TRUE VOLUNTEER FOUNDATION IS EMBARKING ON AN EXCITING PROJECT TO BRING SPORTING FEVER TO THE

LONDON BOROUGH OF MERTON. AMANDA MELVING REPORTS.

RUE VOLUNTEER FOUNDATION
(TVF) is an award-
winning, international

non-governmental organisation
working to empower children
and communities
through
education. What
makes TVF unique
is that no-one
gets paid or even
gets expenses
reimbursed.
Over 100 True
Volunteers
engage in a social
career alongside
their day jobs.
Schools in the
London Borough
of Merton
are eager to
promote sport to
their pupils, and
local companies
are keen to get involved with the
Olympics, but many are unsure of
how best to do this. The Merton
Olympic Project, independently
funded by TVF, will allow schools
and businesses in the borough to
become directly involved in the

greatest sporting event on earth.
The aim is to inspire children

and young people to connect
with the 2012 Olympic Games,
and to engage children and the

Jacquie Bgltrao narrating the film at Canizzaro House —
which, at 300 years of age, has seen it all.

community in sport before,
during and after the event.

Stage one of the project is
the production of the film If You
Know Your History ... How Sport
Began in Wimbledon, which
will be provided to all schools

S\

in the Borough free of charge.
Local businesses will have the
opportunity to become Merton
Olympic Sponsors. The cost will
not be onerous, and will allow
these organisations to easily

become part of
something special.
Rich in history, the

film explains how
the borough became
the birthplace of
tennis, rugby union
and the National
Rifle Association,
and explores the
grand history and
beginnings of
Wimbledon Football
Club. It aims to instil
pride among children
and young people in
the borough, exciting
and motivating them
to engage in sport.

Receiving wide support from
local celebrities and businesses,
the film is narrated by Jacquie
Beltrao of Sky News and
features former Wimbledon
FC footballer and FA Cup
winner John Scales, Leader

Former Dons legends with Mick Pugh on location at Canizzaro House.
From left to right: Bobby Ardrey, lan Cooke, John Martin, Roy Law, Tom McCready, Mick Pugh.

of the Merton Council Stephen Alambritis, and
representatives of a wide range of organisations
from the area, including The All England Lawn
Tennis Club and AFC Wimbledon

Many ex-Wimbledon footballers, including Roy
Law, lan Cooke, Dickie Guy, Tom McCready, John
Martin, Les Brown (who took partin the 1960
Olympics), Bobby Ardrey, Dave Willis and Mike Kelly,
have already been filmed or will be filmed at today’s
game against Bradford.

The film explores the history of Wimbledon from
the Victorian era right through to the present
day, illustrating how the Industrial Revolution and
ultimately the "Great Stink” caused the affluent
to leave the overcrowded, disease-ridden areas
of London, and how Wimbledon'’s steep rise in
population led to sport becoming the pastime of
the hard-working residents. How did Wimbledon
come to be responsible for the birth of long-
distance running and rugby union, and be home
to the oldest cricket green in the world? What
produced the Wimbledon spirit? The films also
examines the current position of sport in Merton,
looking at the globally recognised Wimbledon
Tennis Championships and the efforts being made
to revive football in Wimbledon.

The film is scheduled to premiere two months
before the Olympic Games, in May 2012. To build
on the film's momentum, following its launch,
the sporting engagement will begin, with TVF
funding free sport-related activities for access by
schools in Merton. In the coming months TVF will

be canvassing local schools to determine which
activities will be of most interest. TVF has engaged
local business sponsors who have each contributed
between £100 and £500 towards funding a
selection of practical activities from football to
aerobics.

TVF is currently in discussions with Merton
Council to promote the existing resource directories
so that schools and pupils can continue their
relationship with sport during and after the
Olympic Games. The long-term engagement of
schools and sport is just as important as the initial
interest in the upcoming London Olympic and
Paralympic Games.

As TVF joins the timeline of Wimbledon's sporting
history, the hope is that the Merton Olympic
Project will ignite a passion for sport in children
and young people, continuing the flame of sporting
accolade within Wimbledon - *from village sport to
global recognition”.

TVF will be torch bearers for the
2012 Olympic Games
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